In his new book "Water Politics: Governing our most precious resource," David L. Feldman analyzes a wide-ranging set of water policy questions through a common framework centered on how power, process, and purpose determine the course of water policy. In the introductory chapter, Feldman presents his central notion, which is a familiar one to game theorists studying water issues: the process by which decisions are made gives different groups various levels of power in decision-making. Groups with more power and access are better able to achieve their purpose or goals. In the remaining chapters, Feldman uses this three-pronged framework to analyze water issues from across the globe and frequently emphasizes the importance of inclusive institutions for generating equitable outcomes.
across regions and countries. The chapter includes detailed descriptions of supply challenges in Bolivia, Paris, India, Spain, and the western United States. An extended discussion is also presented, regarding the promise and challenge of water markets, focusing on Australia and the US.
In Chapter 3, Feldman turns to water quality, contrasting efforts in the US, France, Russia, and China to address water quality problems. After discussing more traditional regulation, he turns to newer policy approaches including pollution trading, emerging contaminants of concern, and low-impact development.
Feldman takes up the so-called "water-energy-food nexus" in Chapter 4. The first half of the chapter focuses on water supply and contamination concerns associated with fracking, while the second half briefly describes a number of interrelations between food, biofuels, and energy use in irrigation.
Chapter 5 turns to intertemporal variation in water availability, addressing both floods and droughts. Detailed examples include the Sacramento Flood Control Agency and responses to drought in Brazil and Taiwan. The chapter then considers climate change and its potential to increase risks from both flooding and drought. Throughout the chapter, Feldman focuses on the importance of knowledge and communication across a wide-variety of concerned individuals.
In Chapter 6, Feldman provides a broad overview of the wide variety of laws governing water use and quality in different parts of the world. This includes not only an overview of the difference between riparian and prior appropriation systems, but also includes a summary of both Islamic and Jewish legal traditions regarding water and a discussion of compacts and basin commissions in specific regions, including the Colorado River Compact and the Mekong Basin Commission.
Chapter 7 highlights the challenges involved in developing cooperative solutions to international water disputes. A central premise is that conflict over shared water resources can often lead to at least a moderate level of cooperation, even among countries with contentious relationships. Feldman describes three models of international agreement, providing examples of each: (i) low cooperation/confidence, which is illustrated by the conflict between Iraq, Syria, and Turkey over the Euphrates River, (ii) partial cooperation, examples of which are Haiti/Dominican Republic and Israel/Palestine, and (iii) robust cooperation, illustrated by U.S./ Canada and European agreements to protect the Rhine River.
Chapter 8 focuses on water conflicts. Feldman contends that most disputes result from diverting, depleting, or degrading water resources. The chapter describes a number of large, contentious disputes including the South-North Water Transfer Project in China, disputes between India and Pakistan in the North Indus basin, the diversion of surface water in the Owens Valley to Los Angeles, groundwater overuse in Ojos Negros Valley in the Baja California region of Mexico, water used for bottling beverages in India, the destruction of the Aral Sea, and water quality concerns in the Chesapeake Bay.
Chapter 9, called "Tapping Into Toilets: New Sources of Water," addresses desalination, rainwater harvesting, re-use of treated wastewater, and demand side pricing measures. Feldman contrasts Israel and California. While Israel has been successful in pursing bold campaigns in favor of desalination, water re-use, and conservation pricing, in California, such measures have been less successful. The Israeli example presents a tension with a central premise of Feldman's book: that effective solutions require inclusive political institutions, since Israel's success is attributed in part to the National Water Authority's "virtually unlimited authority to enact measures". This tension is noted in the text at various points, but could have been explored in more depth.
In Chapter 10, Feldman concludes the book with a call for a "new water politics" that he argues should be based on principles of universal access and involvement in decision-making. He uses case studies of water reform efforts in Honduras and South Africa to illustrate how historical patterns make it difficult for even well-intentioned initiatives to achieve real inclusivity.
Economists will likely appreciate the book primarily for the impressive array of cases studies used to contextualize its arguments. These case studies span the globe and cover a wide range of water issues. As such, the book provides an excellent introduction to many of the key policy issues surrounding water, with ample citations and suggestions for further reading for those who want to delve more deeply into particular subjects. Since these citations and suggestions are drawn more from political science and policy traditions than from economics, the book also serves as a good introduction to these literatures for economists. Moreover, even experienced water economists are likely to find new examples and information in these carefully researched case studies.
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